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Milwaukee Chamber Theatre Does It Again,
Another Successful Young Playwrights Fes val!
Milwaukee Chamber Theatre hosted their eighth
Young Playwrights Fes val (YPF) this May. The fes val
challenges teens from local high schools to create
scripts for live theater and to compete for the
opportunity to see their work directed and performed
at the ﬁnal showcase.
Par cipants are mentored by professionals who
encourage the students to make their scripts as
crea ve as possible.
Milwaukee Chamber Theare's YPF is a unique
opportunity to create lifelong friendships and hone skills that are relevant both on the stage,
and in the real world as well.

Read on for personal stories from people
involved in the most recent Young Playwrights Fes val:

_____________________________________________________________________________

Malaina Moore,
Student Finalist
Malaina Moore was a student par cipant in this year's YPF.
Through hard work and dedica on, her script "This Just In," a
story about two boys mourning the loss of their friend killed by
the police, was directed and performed at the ﬁnal showcase.
Malaina is 19 years old and was born and raised on
Milwaukee's North Side. She is now a student at Marque e
University majoring in Theater and minoring in Social Welfare
and Jus ce.
As a kid, there weren't many opportuni es for her to explore
theater. YPF presented Malaina with the chance to obtain a
deeper knowledge and respect for the art and ul mately, the
opportunity to pursue a passion she loves.
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Malaina is now a conﬁdent playwright with a new desire to write crea vely. She is a ﬁrm believer in using
the arts as a pla orm to speak about important issues. "Being an African American ar st, it is important
to me to address black issues, which is where I found inspira on for my script," said Malaina.
Being the only social jus ce-themed play in the showcase, Malaina was nervous when her play
premiered. Her fears quickly subsided when was greeted with compliments and congratula ons for
pu ng an ar s c view on a important issue.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Carrie Baker,
Young Playwright Mentor
Carrie Baker is no stranger to Milwaukee Chamber Theatre's YPF. She
has been working with the program for the past seven years and has
mentored more than 120 students including one of this year's showcase
ﬁnalists, Kyle Radomski, creator of "Pride & Pancakes." Being part of a
program that gives teens an amazing, crea ve outlet has been a
rewarding experience for Carrie.
"I love giving students the opportunity to develop a work of theater
about a theme or issue they feel passionate about," said Carrie. "O en
students feel they don't have a voice in our society and the Young
Playwrights Fes val gives them that voice. It's always intriguing to hear
what they feel connected to."
Carrie is a teacher and founder of the theater program at Reagan IB High
School. There are over 250 students involved in theatre classes and 300
involved in extra-curricular performing arts at the school. This includes an annual Fall One Act Fes val, an
annual musical and a forensics team that rou nely qualiﬁes students to Na onals. Carrie is an advocate
for the performing arts and she is certainly doing her part to make a posi ve impact in the community.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Marcella Kearns
Associate Ar s c Director
Marcella Kearns is a Milwaukee-based actor, teaching ar st,
director and arts administrator. Before she began her career in
Milwaukee, Marcella worked in the theater community in
Buﬀalo, NY. She was also involved in the Ministry of Culture and
Educa on in Vienna, Austria, where she completed a Fulbright
Fellowship.
As the Associate Ar s c Director at Milwaukee Chamber Theatre,
Marcella's responsibili es include successfully producing the YPF
every year.
One of Marcella's favorite things about YPF is being able to
engage with the students and to hear the inspira on for their
scripts. One of Milwaukee Chamber Theatre's primary missions is to nurture upcoming, local ar sts. In
the end, this is what YPF is all about.
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"I encourage students to ﬁnish a work, to tell their truths; I take great joy in knowing that their stories are
being carried to a wider audience," said Marcella.

______________________________________________________________________________

Congratula ons to Milwaukee Chamber Theatre
for another successful Young Playwrights Fes val!
Click here for more informa on on Milwaukee Chamber
Theatre's upcoming performances.
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