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As we reflect upon another remarkable year of artistic excellence and community empowerment, I would like  
to extend my deepest gratitude for the role you have played in those successes through your support of the  
2023 UPAF Annual Campaign.

With great appreciation to every gift from nearly 13,000 community members, UPAF raised $10,596,622 to support 
the 2023-24 performance season. Our performing arts sector can provide exciting performances, inspiring arts 
education programming and exceptional community outreach efforts because of this support.

A single gift to UPAF now supports over 50 professional arts groups in our area. We are proud to allocate $6,868,660 
to UPAF’s 14 Members with the remainder being distributed as one-year grant awards to 41 UPAF Affiliates. Of the 
10 new Affiliates, 7 are BIPOC-led or specialize in promoting diverse programming demonstrating UPAF’s continued 
commitment to diversity and inclusion. Each UPAF Group brings something exceptionally unique to our community, 
whether it’s sharing stories that question established norms, providing a unique shared experience, or bringing top 
notch education experiences to young people.

Beyond fundraising, UPAF supports further investment and research within the sector, most recently through the 
Arts & Economic Prosperity 6 study completed by Americans for the Arts. The study revealed that the nonprofit 
arts industry in Milwaukee produced $334.6 million in economic activity, supported 4,550 jobs and generated $57.8 
million in total tax revenue to federal, state and local governments in 2022 alone. Total attendance at all in-person 
events topped 4.5 million people, who spend nearly $143 million in event-related expenditures above the price of a 
ticket. This research further emphasizes the great importance of community and corporate support of the arts as well 
as state-wide efforts for an increase in public funding for the arts including that of the Creative Economy Coalition.

UPAF volunteers continue to lead community fundraising efforts. I’d like to extend my deepest gratitude to the  
UPAF Board of Directors for their exemplary service and steadfast leadership in advancing the arts and fostering 
a vibrant cultural community. I would also like to thank every member of the UPAF Chorus Line for their energy, 
creativity, and connections that are essential to UPAF success.

No matter your role with UPAF, your commitment has a profound impact, enabling vibrant performances, cultural 
experiences and educational initiatives to be enjoyed throughout our community. Thank you for sharing in our vision 
of a community united through the transformative power of the arts.

See you in the theaters,

PATRICK RATH
UPAF PRESIDENT & CEO

UPAF PRESIDENT AND CEO 



in Southeastern Wisconsin

CELEBRATING THE 
PERFORMING ARTS

SINCE 1967, 
the United Performing Arts Fund 
(UPAF) has been setting the stage 
through securing community 
resources, promoting the performing 
arts as a regional asset and improving 
the quality of life through responsible 
investment in and financial support of 
the arts in Southeastern Wisconsin.



Above The Clouds, Inc.

Aperi Animam

Bach Chamber Choir

Bembé Drum and Dance

Bombshell Theatre Company

CIVIC MUSIC MKE

Concord Chamber Orchestra

Darby's Dancers 

Festival City Symphony

Forte Theatre Company

Frankly Music, Inc.

Girls Rock MKE

Greater Milwaukee El Sistema

Kettle Moraine Symphony

Kids from Wisconsin

Latino Arts, Inc.

Main Street Song & Dance Troupe

Marcus Performing Arts Center

Milwaukee Jazz Institute

Milwaukee Opera Theatre

Milwaukee Youth Theatre

Oconomowoc Chamber Orchestra

Optimist Theatre

Our Voice Milwaukee

Piano Arts of Wisconsin

Racine Symphony Orchestra 

Racine Theatre Guild

RUACH, Inc.

Salsabrositas

Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts

Signature Dance Company

Studio K Flamenco

Summit Players Theatre

Sunset Playhouse

TBEY ARTS CENTER, INC.

The Wisconsin Conservatory of Music

Theatre Gigante

Waukesha Civic Theatre

West Side Arts Un, Limited 

Wild Space Dance Company

Xalaat Africa Drum and Dance for Life Inc.

UPAF does not charge membership fees or annual dues to its Members or Affiliates in order for them to receive funding.

UPAF CORNERSTONE MEMBERS

UPAF MEMBERS

UPAF AFFILIATES

UPAF’s Members and Affiliates brought the 
best of music, dance, song and theater to 
Southeastern Wisconsin throughout the 
2022-23 season. From a festival of world 
premieres to classic stories and compositions 

to performances that challenged the status 
quo and created important conversations, 
these organizations ensure a reputation of 
world-class entertainment, education and 
outreach offerings for our area.

 MEMBERS & 
AFFILIATES
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THROUGHOUT 
THE 2022-23 
SEASON

1.2 MILLION+
people experienced a performance or education experience

3,429
performances were held by UPAF Members & Affiliates

50%
of all programming was free to the public

1,739
artists employed by UPAF Members

88%
of these artists live locally

30%
of these artists identify as BIPOC

841
outreach activities were free to the public
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Fundraising and Allocation

UPLIFTING THE 
PERFORMING ARTS



Assets 2023 2022

CURRENT ASSETS

    Cash and Cash Equivalents $3,261,543 $4,358,399

    Investments, at Fair Value 1,595,914 2,147,799

    Contributions Receivable, Net of Allowance 2,547,413 1,781,083

    Government Grants Receivable 28,000 339,497

   Other Receivables 337 8,126

    Advance Payments to Member Groups 750,000 750,000

    Prepaid Expenses 22,143 2,018

        Total Current Assets 8,205,350 9,386,922

LONG-TERM PORTION OF CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVABLE, Net 862,526 381,255

RIGHT-OF-USE-ASSET — OPERATING, Net 186,573 –

BOARD-DESIGNATED INVESTMENT FUNDS 4,155,647 3,139,833

TOTAL 13,410,096 $12,908,010

Liabilities and Net Assets 2023 2022

CURRENT LIABILITIES

    Accounts Payable $35,904 $52,105

    Accrued Compensation and Related Benefits 50,898 123,313

    Donor Designations Payable 1,060,779 1,448,373

    Current Portion of Operating Lease Liability 99,662 –

        Total Current Liabilities 1,247,243 1,623,791

LONG TERM LIABILITIES

    Long-term Portion of Operating Lease Liability 86,911 –

        Total Liabilities 1,334,154 1,623,791

NET ASSETS

     Without Donor Restrictions:

        Undesignated and Available for Future Operations 405,265 847,931

        Reserved for Future Allocations to Member Groups and Affiliates 5,361,976 6,048,659

        Board-Designated 4,155,647 3,139,833

              Total Without Donor Restrictions 9,922,888 10,036,423

    With Donor Restrictions 2,153,054 1,247,796

         Total Net Assets 12,075,942 11,284,219

TOTAL $13,410,096 $12,908,010

FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS
Following are the audited United Performing Arts Fund 2023 and 2022 Statements of Financial Position 
and Statements of Activities for the years ended August 31, 2023 and 2022. The complete audit report 
and Form 990 are available at UPAF.org.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (cont.)

2023 Revenue, Support and Gains Non-Board 
Designated

Board- 
Designated

With Donor 
Restrictions 2023 Total

PUBLIC SUPPORT

    Gross Fundraising Contributions $9,191,081 — $1,768,438 $10,959,519

    Less: Donor Designations (1,336,024) — — (1,336,024)

     Less: Provision for Uncollectible Promises (48,500) — — (48,500)

           Net Fundraising Contributions 7,806,557 — 1,768,438 9,574,995

    Special Event Income, Net of Costs of  
    Direct Benefits to Donors of $197,957 302,318 — — 302,318

    Bequests and Memorials — 100,000 — 100,000

    Donated Services 321,535 — — 321,535

        Total Public Support 8,430,410 100,000 1,768,438 10,298,848

NONOPERATING REVENUE

    Investment Return 147,239 317,883 — 465,122

    Other Interest 43,297 — — 43,297

    Distribution from the Greater Milwaukee Foundation 4,518 — — 4,518

        Total Nonoperating Revenue 195,054 317,883 — 512,937

    Appropriation for Expenditure   250,000 (250,000) — —

    Net Assets Transferred   (847,931) 847,931 — —

    Net Assets Released from Restrictions 863,180 — (863,180) —

        Total Revenue, Support and Gains 8,890,713 1,015,814 905,258 10,811,785

2023 Expenses

PROGRAM SERVICES

    Allocations to Member Organizations and Affiliates 6,667,059 — — 6,667,059

    Other Member Support 440,361 — — 440,361

    Community Engagement 102,071 — — 102,071

    Awareness 581,747 — — 581,747

        Total Program Services 7,791,238 — — 7,791,238

SUPPORTING SERVICES

    Administrative Expenses 657,968 — — 657,968

    Fundraising 1,570,856 — — 1,570,856

        Total Supporting Services 2,228,824 — — 2,228,824

        Total Expenses 10,020,062 — — 10,020,062

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS (1,129,349) 1,015,814 905,258 791,723

    Net Assets — Beginning of Year 6,896,590 3,139,833 1,247,796 11,284,219

2023 Net assets — end of year $5,767,241 $4,155,647 $2,153,054 $12,075,942

WITHOUT DONOR RESTRICTIONS

2022 Revenue, Support and Gains Non-Board 
Designated

Board- 
Designated

With Donor 
Restrictions 2022 Total

PUBLIC SUPPORT

    Gross Fundraising Contributions $8,522,215 — $1,146,558 $9,668,773

     Less: Donor Designations (1,307,941) — — (1,307,941)

     Less: Provision for Uncollectible Promises (73,059) — — (73,059)

           Net Fundraising Contributions 7,141,215 — 1,146,558 8,287,773

    Special Event Income, Net of Costs of  
    Direct Benefits to Donors of $167,742 376,923 — — 376,923

    Bequest and Memorials — 661,234 — 661,234

    Donated Services 414,631 — — 414,631

        Total Public Support 7,932,769 661,234 1,146,558 9,740,561

NONOPERATING REVENUE

    Investment Return 2,609 (861,517) — (858,908)

    Return on Beneficial Interest in Assets  
    Held at Greater Milwaukee Foundation 4,315 — — 4,315

        Total Nonoperating Revenue 6,924 (861,517) — (854,593)

    Government Grants 54,151 — — 54,151

    Appropriation for Expenditure    692,000 (692,000) — —

    Net Assets Released from Restrictions 628,500 — (628,500) —

        Total Revenue, Support and Gains 9,314,344 (892,283) 518,058 8,940,119

2022 Expenses

PROGRAM SERVICES

    Allocations to Member Organizations and Affiliates 6,612,540 — — 6,612,540

    Other Member Support 481,457 — — 481,457

    Community Engagement 111,296 — — 111,296

    Awareness 569,865 — — 569,865

        Total Program Services 7,775,158 — — 7,775,158

SUPPORTING SERVICES

    Administrative Expenses 561,693 — — 561,693

    Fundraising 1,670,876 — — 1,670,876

        Total Supporting Services 2,232,569 — — 2,232,569

        Total Expenses 10,007,727 — — 10,007,727

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS (693,383) (892,283) 518,058 (1,067,608)

Net Assets — Beginning of Year 7,589,973 4,032,116 729,738 12,351,827

2022 Net assets — end of year $6,896,590 $3,139,833 $1,247,796 $11,284,219

WITHOUT DONOR RESTRICTIONS
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2023 UPAF 
REVENUE 
BY NUMBERS

$10,596,622 
RAISED IN 
THE 2023 
COMMUNITY 
CAMPAIGN

$7,180,000
allocated to 55 Members and Affiliates

38.8%
Businesses and Matching Gifts

28.0%
Workplace Giving Campaigns

19.8%
Individual Giving

8.0%
Foundations

5.4%
UPAF Ride for the Arts, 
presented by Miller Lite, 
and Other Events

96%
of funds allocated 
to Members

2023 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN REVENUE

$100,000
to UPAF Catalyst Fund for Future Member Initiatives
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UPAF’s signature fundraising event, 
bringing community members 
together to enjoy a morning  
on the lakefront while supporting  
the arts in the community.

RIDE FOR 
THE ARTS 
PRESENTED BY

2,900 
Participants

$436,447 
Raised

THE 43RD ANNUAL 
UPAF RIDE FOR THE ARTS
presented by Miller Lite saw:
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Organization 2023 Allocation

Bel Canto Chorus $29,215 

Black Arts MKE $54,447 

Danceworks $88,450 

First Stage $432,670 

Florentine Opera Company $243,890 

Milwaukee Ballet $504,456 

Milwaukee Chamber Theatre $56,169 

Milwaukee Rep $1,005,778 

Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra $1,211,700 

Milwaukee Youth Symphony 
Orchestra (MYSO) $194,157 

Next Act $64,647 

Present Music $17,448 

Renaissance Theaterworks $60,653 

Skylight Music Theatre $198,671 

TOTAL $4,162,351 

ALLOCATION 
OF FUNDS
COMMUNITY ARTS 
FUND SUPPORT 

UPAF has allocated a total of $7,180,000 for the 2023-24 
performance season to its 14 Members and 41 Affiliates. 
UPAF's allocation is determined by a panel of UPAF Board 
representatives from various industries. The following 
amounts are for unrestricted support of the season.

2023 Affiliate 2023 Grant total

 Above the Clouds $5,000 

 Aperi Animam $1,500 

 Bach Chamber Choir $1,000 

 BEMBE Drum & Dance $5,000 

 Bombshell Theatre Company $1,500 

 Civic Music MKE $4,000 

 Concord Chamber Orchestra $1,500 

 Darby's Dancers $1,000 

 Festival City Symphony $5,500 

 Forte Theatre Company $3,500 

 Frankly Music $5,000 

 Girls Rock MKE $2,500 

 Greater Milwaukee El Sistema $1,000 

 Kettle Moraine Symphony $2,000 

 Kids from Wisconsin $16,000 

 Latino Arts $16,000 

 Main Street Song and Dance Troupe $1,000 

 Marcus Performing Arts Center $7,500 

 Milwaukee Jazz Institute $7,500 

 Milwaukee Opera Theatre $5,500 

 Milwaukee Youth Theatre $2,000 

2023 Affiliate (cont.) 2023 Grant total

 Oconomowoc Chamber Orchestra $1,000 

 Optimist Theatre $7,500 

 Our Voice Milwaukee $1,000* 

 PianoArts of Wisconsin $5,000 

 Racine Symphony Orchestra $10,000 

 Racine Theatre Guild $3,500 

 RUACH Inc. $4,500 

 Salsabrositas $1,000 

 Sharon Lynn Wilson Center $3,500 

 Signature Dance Company $7,500 

 Studio K Flamenco $2,500 

 Summit Players Theatre $1,500 

 Sunset Playhouse $3,000 

 TBEY Arts Center, Inc $3,500 

 Theater Gigante $3,500 

 Waukesha Civic Theatre $5,000 

 West Side Arts Un, Limited $2,500 

 Wild Space Dance Co. $8,000 

 Wisconsin Conservatory of Music $15,500 

 Xalaat Africa $1,500 

 TOTAL  $185,500

UPAF AFFILIATE PROGRAM
UPAF allocates funds to non-member, professional 
performing arts organizations through the UPAF Affiliate 
Program, an annual grant program. Organizations that 
meet the eligibility requirements may apply for UPAF 
Affiliate status and applications are reviewed to identify 
those organizations that will reflect the performing arts 

excellence serving Southeastern Wisconsin. Organizations 
receiving UPAF funding through this program are required 
to use the dollars during the fiscal year for which the funds 
are granted. Affiliates can earn additional funding for their 
participation in and support of the annual UPAF Campaign; 
$125,840 was earned by Affiliates in these ways in 2023..

Organization Earned & 
Designated 2023

Bel Canto Chorus $30,932 

Black Arts MKE $92,720 

Danceworks $34,411 

First Stage $193,313 

Florentine Opera Company $303,644 

Milwaukee Ballet $234,207 

Milwaukee Chamber Theatre $46,221 

Milwaukee Rep $539,794 

Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra $105,134 

Milwaukee Youth Symphony 
Orchestra (MYSO) $201,980 

Next Act $63,681 

Present Music $144,194 

Renaissance Theaterworks $100,085 

Skylight Music Theatre $108,993 

TOTAL $2,199,309 

*Indicates encumbered funds released, therefore not included in 2023 total.

EARNED CREDIT & 
DONOR DESIGNATION 

Members earn funding for their participation in 
and support of the UPAF Community Campaign 
and receive funds designated by UPAF donors.
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SUPPORT OF UPAF 
does more than ensure entertainment 
excellence – it makes our community 
a better place for ALL residents. From 
changing the futures of young people 
through arts education to providing access 
to the arts to all to make certain that all 
voices can be heard both on and off stage, 
the UPAF Community Impact Programs and 
Resonate Grant Program build a brighter 
Southeastern Wisconsin through the arts.

TRANSFORMING 
THE COMMUNITY 
THROUGH THE 
PERFORMING ARTS



UPAF BRIGHT MINDS, presented by We Energies 
Foundation, delivers high-quality arts education programming, 
preparing students with the tools to be successful in work and life. 
Bright Minds supports UPAF Member programs that lead the nation 
in quality and innovation.

Member Program Arts Education Grant

Black Arts MKE Youth Arts Education Programming $7,000 

Danceworks Mad Hot Rhythm $40,000 

First Stage Intro to First Stage $40,000 

Florentine Opera Company Opera in Schools $30,000 

Milwaukee Ballet In Studio Programming and Scholarships $40,000 

Milwaukee Rep Reading Residencies $50,000 

Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra The Arts in Community Education (ACE) Program $40,000 

Milwaukee Youth Symphony 
Orchestra (MYSO) Community Partnership Program $40,000 

Next Act Accessible Arts Education & Exposure for MKE Youth $6,000 

Present Music Present Music Creation Project $15,000 

Skylight Music Theatre ENLIGHTEN Education Programs $8,000 

TOTAL $316,000

Arts education plays a pivotal role in fostering 
creativity and critical thinking skills in students. 
It provides a platform for self-expression 
and encourages a deeper understanding of 
diverse cultures and perspectives. It can boost 
a student's confidence and improve their 
communication skills, essential for success in 

many facets of life.  By nurturing a 
well-rounded education that includes 
the arts, we empower future generations 
to become more innovative, empathetic 
and culturally aware individuals. Members 
are doing just that with their arts education 
programming.

MANY OF THEM UNDERSERVED — 
THROUGH IN-CLASSROOM AND 
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMMING 

Developed more than a decade ago, Milwaukee 
Repertory Theater’s Reading Residency program 
uses theater to teach literacy skills by engaging 
students in classroom activities developed 
around a specific production from their season. 
Approaching the script the way a theater artist 
might, students learn key concepts through class 
discussions, dramaturgical research, acting out 
scenes and hands-on assignments — connecting  
visual, auditory and kinesthetic learners. 

Students in 6th-10th grades experience a 14-session 
workshop series taught by Milwaukee Rep teaching 

artists that introduces them to the world of 
the show, as well as teaching them important 
academic, interpersonal and life skills. Reading 
Residencies also include a Rep Immersion Day, 
a full-day program that includes demonstrations 
and discussions, lunch, a student matinee 
performance and a TalkBack.

Through the program, students significantly 
improve their reading comprehension skills, 
social-emotional skills like empathy and 
self-awareness and increase their willingness 
to watch/participate in future theater plays. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT: 

MILWAUKEE REP READING RESIDENCIES

“�I found out that I love watching plays, reading plays 
and anything with theater and felt more confident about 
sharing my thoughts and opinions. [The program] brought 
me out of my comfort zone but it did it in a good way 
now I’m not scared to get up in front of the class.”

-Reading Residencies Participant

Bright
Minds
presented by

The following programs at UPAF Members have received granting:COLLECTIVELY, 
UPAF’S 14 
MEMBERS 
IMPACT THE 
LIVES OF 
150,000+ 
CHILDREN

2524



FIRST STAGE SENSORY FRIENDLY PERFORMANCES
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT: 

First Stage began Sensory Friendly Performances 
during the 2012-13 season with just two 
performances and 74 audience members. They have 
since become a leader in our community for sensory 
friendly programming and with the help of Kasey’s 
Fund, they’ve been able to expand this program to 
nearly every mainstage performance each season.

Developed with input from leading special 
education experts and theater professionals, First 
Stage’s Sensory Friendly Performances utilize an 
evidence-based methodology to create a welcoming 
and judgment-free theater experience for families 
with children on the autism spectrum and for people 
with sensory processing disorders. 

First Stage provides various accommodations at 
these performances. Examples of these include:

•   �Reduction of loud or jarring noises and flashing 
or strobe lights

•   �Modification of house lights during 
the performance

•   �Freedom to talk or move about the 
performance space during the performance

•   �TV monitors in the lobby for families who 
may need to leave the performance space

During the 2023-24 season, First Stage estimates 
serving more than 1,000 people with seven Sensory 
Friendly Performances. Theater performances are 
a powerful way to entertain and educate about 
many aspects of the human experience and Sensory 
Friendly Performances allow all individuals the ability 
to be a part of the performing arts. 

UPAF CONNECT, presented by Northwestern 
Mutual, makes the performing arts more accessible to 
Milwaukee-area nonprofits by bringing new audiences to 
performances at UPAF Members and taking the performing arts 
out into communities. In 2023, UPAF Connect served over 3,500 
individuals through more than 170 free arts events, including:

Big Brothers Big Sisters  

Boys and Girls Clubs  

COA Youth and Family 
Centers 

Havenwoods Neighborhood 
Partnership 

La Casa de Esperanza 

Neighborhood House  

Silver Spring Neighborhood 
Center  

St. Ann Center for 
Intergenerational Care 

St. Augustine Preparatory 
Academy 

United Community Center  

In the 2023-24 season, UPAF Members will use $92,500 in grants to serve the following Pillar Partners  
and additional community-based nonprofits:

•   �Florentine Opera’s  
touring production of  
The Barber of Seville going  
to Neighborhood House and 
Ronald McDonald Houses

•   �Free summer performances 
by Milwaukee Ballet artists 
through Ballet Beat

•   �Story drama workshops for 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Metro Milwaukee matches

KASEY’S FUND, presented by MGIC, allows 
stories, movement and music to sustain and inspire us all. 
UPAF believes that the power of the performing arts should be 
accessible to all who wish to experience them. Kasey’s Fund, 

presented by MGIC, was created to ensure the accessibility of the arts for those with disabilities and other 
physical and mental considerations.

Member Program Arts Education Grant

Black Arts MKE Free Therapy $10,000 

Danceworks Generations $15,000* 

First Stage Sensory Friendly Performances $15,000 

Florentine Opera Company Virtual Opera Education $1,500 

Milwaukee Ballet Ballet Without Boundaries $16,000 

Milwaukee Chamber Theatre ASL Interpreted Performances $1,000 

Next Act Play Readings at Senior Centers $2,500 

Present Music Music Therapy Residency at Healing Harmonies $10,000 

Renaissance Theaterworks Theater for EVERYONE $7,500 

Skylight Music Theatre Spring Awakening $10,000 

TOTAL  $73,500

Kasey’s
Fund
presented by

The following programs at UPAF Members have received granting:

*Indicates encumbered funds released, therefore not included in 2023 total.

UPAF WORKS WITH LOCAL 
NONPROFITS TO CONNECT 
WORLD-CLASS PERFORMING 
ARTS EXPERIENCES WITH THOSE 
WHO MAY NOT OTHERWISE HAVE 
ACCESS TO THESE CULTURAL 
ASSETS, ALLOWING ALL TO HAVE 
THE CHANCE TO EMBRACE THE 
MAGIC OF MUSIC, DANCE,  
SONG AND THEATER.
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Member Program Grant Total

Milwaukee Chamber Theatre Here2Play Events $15,000 

Next Act Black Out Night $4,000 

Present Music Audience Development & Retention Program $3,000 

Skylight Music Theatre Soul Revue Event $3,000 

TOTAL  $25,000 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT: 

FLORENTINE OPERA COMPANY’S COVERS 
In February, 2023, the Florentine Opera showcased 
great opera with modern vibes with Covers, a 
performance supported by the Next Generation 
UPAF Resonate Grant Program. Held at the 
Cooperage, Covers was designed for the “opera 
curious” from Gen X and Millennials who made up a 
collective 31% of the Florentine’s current audience. 
Milwaukee electronic band Immortal Girlfriend 
teamed up with the Florentine’s Baumgartner 
Studio Artists to create a new take  
on opera classics.

“What would opera music mashed with electronic 
music in 2023 sound like? That got my mind going 
a million different directions,“ said Kevin Bush of 
Immortal Girlfriend. “We mashed up our music 
with songs that you’ve heard before that you didn’t 
necessarily even know were opera, but mixed in a 
new way,” said Kevin. 

64% of the Covers audience was new to the 
Florentine. “The project was intentionally built 
with artists we hadn’t worked with before in a 
venue we hadn’t performed in before—this created 
a beautiful collaboration and an opportunity to 
perform for audiences who were unfamiliar with 
what the Florentine does,“ said Maggey Oplinger, 
Florentine General Director and CEO. “The artists, 
the audience, everyone was so enthusiastic, and 
open to this experimental approach to opera and 
the Florentine will continue the Covers concept in 
their summer tour working with various new artists.“

UPAF NOTABLE WOMEN, presented by 
by BMO, brings together a powerful group of women dedicated 
to improving our community through philanthropy, service and 
advocacy. UPAF Notable Women make a difference through:

•   �Uplifting proactive 
arts education solutions

•   �Engaging in performing 
arts service

•   �Elevating women’s 
leadership in the community

Women may join by making a new or increased 
donation of $1,200 to UPAF. Men may also show 
their support by contributing on behalf of a notable 
woman in their lives. Joining Notable Women 
directly supports participatory arts education 

programs with lasting impacts on students. With 
each UPAF Notable Women gift, $200 is designated 
to UPAF Bright Minds, presented by We Energies 
Foundation, funding in- and after-school arts 
education experiences.

A portion of every Next Generation UPAF gift 
supports the Resonate Grant Program, which 
funds UPAF Member projects aimed at drawing 
new audiences to the arts. The Next Generation 
UPAF Leadership Council selects the projects to 
be backed by this funding opportunity. Through 

new, experimental works, partnerships with local 
schools and universities and events that engage 
and educate beyond the stage, Resonate-funded 
programs are providing unique opportunities for 
new patrons and growing the audience for local arts 
organizations. 

NEXT GENERATION UPAF,  
presented by Johnson Controls, connects our region’s 
young professionals to advance the performing arts through 
participation, engagement and service. Members are dedicated 
to making our community a better place to live, work and play 
by uplifting the performing arts to new audiences.

UPAF 
AFFINITY 
PROGRAMS
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OUR GENEROUS 
DONORS AND 
DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS 
play an indispensable role in advancing the 
performing arts in Southeastern Wisconsin. 
Their unwavering support not only enriches 
the lives of countless individuals, but is also 
instrumental in sustaining the vibrant 
performing arts scene in our region. We 
celebrate their contributions and the 
profound impact they have on the 
UPAF mission.

YOU HAVE 
OUR THANKS



2023 DONOR 
SPOTLIGHT

$200,000 – $499,999

$100,000 – $199,999

$50,000 – $99,999

$500,000 – $899,999

We are grateful to the nearly 13,000 
donors who supported the performing 
arts in 2023 through a donation to UPAF. 
This year, more than 950 individuals, 
foundations and companies gave at the 
Director level of $1,200 or more. Please 

join UPAF in thanking these donors for 
their tremendous generosity to the 
2023 Campaign, and in thanking all our 
donors who are vital to the support of the 
performing arts.

* UPAF Notable Women

DONALD & DONNA 
BAUMGARTNER*

MELITTA S. & JOAN M. PICK 
CHARITABLE TRUST

TED & MARY KELLNER 
AND THE KELBEN 

FOUNDATION
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$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous (3)
Jeff & Kate Behring*†
Richard & JoAnn Beightol *
Jane Bell
Danielle Bly†
Sharon & John Bremer
Joan & Fred Brengel Family 
Foundation*
Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation Joan & Peter W. 
Bruce Fund*
Tony & Andrea Bryant*
Bob Buttermore†
Lisa Cadotte & Tony 
Milczarek*†
Jim & Bobbi Caraway*

Chapman Foundation*
Stephan J. & Susan D. 
Chevalier*
Meg & Matthew Dean†
Thomas & Deborah Degnan
Sharon Deguzman & Jim 
deGuzman*†
Delta Dental of Wisconsin
Drs. Peter Drescher & Karin 
Madsen Drescher*
Howard & Eileen Dubner*
John & Tamara Dunn
Jane & Dave Durment*
Ryan Engelhardt†
Eppstein Uhen Architects
Franklyn Esenberg
Stephen M. & Nancy H. Fisher

Foley & Lardner
Nicholas Gangestad
Nannette Gardetto*
Tim & Sandy Gerend†
Greg Gernert
Mike Gousha & Lynn 
Sprangers*
Green Bay Packers 
Community Outreach
Reed & Nancy Groethe*
Joanne Grunau*
Stephen & Karen Guy*†
Ann & Jon Hammes
Peter Hammond
Margarete & David Harvey*
Heil Family Foundation*

Eleanor J. Hoehn Revocable 
Trust
Katy Hook*
Howard & Susan Hopwood*
Patrick & Melissa Horne*
Brenda L. Hutchinson*†
J. W. Speaker Corporation
Richard G. Jacobus Family 
Foundation*
Hannah & Jason Jahn
Steve & Lynn Johnson*
Kahler Slater
Matthew & Kathryn Kamm*
Kapur & Associates Inc.
Judith A. Keyes*
Korb Architects
Stacy Laprad*†

Camille A. Lonstorf Trust
Joan Lubar*
Susan A. Lubar*
Stephanie Lyons & Jack 
Haensel*†
M E Dey & Co.
M. A. Mortenson Company
Eileen & Barry Mandel*
Greg & Linda Marcus*
Terrance Maxwell
Duane McAllister
Mary E. McAndrews*
Kim & Wes McDonald
Rich & Maribeth Meeusen
George Meyer & Sallie Ornst 
Meyer*
Christian Mitchell†
Bill Murgas
Tessa & Christopher Myers*†
Dr. Paul A. Nausieda & Dr. 
Evonne M. Winston
Old National Bank
The Other Stratton 
Foundation*
Peck Foundation, Milwaukee 
LTD*
Pieper Electric, Inc./Ideal 
Mechanical
Warren & Ann Pierson*
Candy & Bruce Pindyck*
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Jonas & Sylvia Prising*
Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation William R. 
Puchner Fund
Steven & Stacey Radke
John & Maggie Raymond*
Tony Reese†
Riley Construction Company
Melissa & Glen Ringwall
Rite-Hite Corporation
Stephen & Shelagh Roell*
Gayle G. Rosemann & Paul E. 
McElwee*
Mason & Julie Ross
Steve Russ
Ruth Foundation for the Arts 
(Ruth Arts)*
Oscar C. & Augusta Schlegel 
Foundation
Bob & Judy Scott*

John Shannon & Jan Serr
Genie & Tom Smith
Lois Smith
Carlton D. Stansbury
Kevin & Linda Steiner*
Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation Bessie A. & 
Harold M. Stratton Fund
Brenda & Jim Stugelmeyer*†
Martin & Janet Tierney†
Deanna & Eric Tillisch*
Tri City National Bank
Andy & Lisa Vedder†
von Briesen & Roper
WaterStone Bank SSB
Sue E. Wells
Kamilah Williams-Kemp*†
Hillary & JR. Wucherer*†"

$3,000-$4,999
Gina Alberts Peter*

Anonymous (4)

Mrs. Charles W. Aring, Jr.

Laura & Mike Arnow

Baker Tilly Virchow Krause

Bob Balderson

Gary & Mithra Ballesteros*

Judy Bamberger*

Chris Behling

Susan C. Bellehumeur

Jeb & Maija Bentley*†

Mark Berry & Dan Schmidt

Kris & Ken Best

Sally & Peter H. Blommer

Tom & Lisa Bolger*

Branigan Communications

Brian & Laura Brewer†

Briohn Building

Timothy Brown

Mike Byrnes†

Jeff Cady

Diane & Craigh Cepukenas*

Cherchian Family Foundation*

Clarence P. Chou

Eric Conley

Craig Cook

Reverend David E. Cooper

Amy & Frederick Croen*

Richard D. Cudahy, Jr.

Direct Supply

Julie Doneis*†

E. C. Styberg Foundation, Inc.

Linda Edelstein†

Jonathan & Debra Eder*

Albert J. & Flora H. Ellinger 
Foundation

Tom Ellis

John Florsheim & Linda 
Yeager*

Tom & Jennifer Florsheim*

Kari & William Foote

Rob Gardenier & Lori Morse

Jeffrey Green

Charles Groeschell

Rich Grunke & Bill Grasch

John J. Halechko 

Hanson Dodge Creative

Paul & Linda Hanson†

Katie Heil

Ken & Kelly Hemauer

Jacqueline Herd-Barber & 
Michael Barber*

Heidi Hesser†

Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation Journal 
Foundation/Roxy & Bud 
Heyse Fund

Regan & Lauren Hindman†

Christine & John Hojnacki†

Mark & Peg Humphrey

Susan M. Jackson-Afong & 
Roger Afong*†

Bonnie Jacob*†

Cathy & Eric Jacobson*

Charles D. Jacobus Family 
Foundation

Marilou Johnston*

Todd Jones†

Mark & Ginny Kannenberg

Peggy Kelsey & Michael 
Teich*

Eric Kent†

Mark Kishler & Patricia Acha

John & Debra Kissinger*

Gale & Judi Klappa

Jason Klawonn

Mike & Maureen Klein†

Knight Barry Title, Inc.

Marianne Koehler*

Bill & Linda Koenig

Kolaga Family Charitable 
Trust*

David Koning†

Kevin & Lisa Konopa

Marina & Frank Krejci

Billie Kubly*

Joyce M. Kuehl

Terrance & Kristie Kurtenbach

Lauber Business Partners*

Dave & Jean Lauer

Erika Luckow†

Wayne & Kristine Lueders

Pam & Jeff Lueken

Scott & Jodi Lurie*†

Ann Ross MacIver*

Geoffrey & Katite Mackey*†

Melinda Mahdasian†

Joe & Laura Mantoan

Dave & Melina Marcus

Hazelyn & Harrold McComas 
Charitable Trust

Skip & Amy McConeghy*

Mary A. McEllistrem

Bernhard Metz

Dan & Kate Meyer

Howard & Sara Miller*

Milwaukee Valve

Salvatore & Laura Miosi*

Bill & Maribeth Naleid

David & Abigail Nash*

National Insurance Services of 
Wisconsin*

Jim & Betty Jo Nelsen

NOG

Laurie Ocepek

Oil-Dri Corporation of 
America

$25,000-$49,999
Anonymous (2)
A.O. Smith
Argosy Foundation
Clair & Mary Baum*
Steve & Melanie Booth*
Jim & Lisa Borris*
Four-Four Foundation*
Johnson Financial Group
Madeleine & David Lubar*
The Marcus Corporation 
Foundation
Martin Family Foundation*
Michael Best & Friedrich
Blake & Cheryl Moret*
George & Karen Oliver*
PNC
Allan H. & Suzanne L. Selig 
Family Foundation*

$10,000-$24,999
Anon Charitable Trust*
Anonymous
Scott & Desiree Beightol*
Chester H. Berne Charitable 
Remainder Unitrust
The Boldt Company
Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation William A. & Mary 
Bonfield Jr. Fund

Elaine Burke*
Bladen & Julia Burns*†
Chris & Kelly Calvelli*†
Michael G. Carter*
Christine Culver & Tom 
Irgens*†
Sue & Curt Culver*
George & Sandy 
Dionisopoulos*
Brian & Heather Dunn†
Ralph Evinrude Foundation, 
Inc.
Fitzsimonds Charitable Trust
Sue & Tim Frautschi*
Gebhardt Family Foundation*
GJS Foundation
GRAEF
Bill & Cheryl Guc*
Bill & Sandy Haack*
Hauske Family Foundation*
Evan & Marion Helfaer 
Foundation
Betsy & Charlie Hoke*
Bryan & Rebecca House*†
Frieda & William Hunt 
Memorial Trust
Husch Blackwell
HUSCO International
Susie Kasten*
Krause Family Foundation*

Stanley Kritzik*
Mary Ann & Charles P. LaBahn
Sharon & Bill La Macchia
Landmark Credit Union
Jeff & Trish Lane*
Don & Mary Jo Layden*
Sheldon & Marianne Lubar 
Charitable Fund*
Gerald & Elaine Mainman*
Robert H. (Rob) & Carol 
Manegold*
Raymond & Dawne Manista*†
Nate & Sara Manning†
Stephen & Janice Marcus*
Keith Mardak & Mary 
Vandenberg*
Catherine & Tim Mattke*†
Patti & Jack McKeithan 
Northwoods Fund*
Metropolitan Associates
Elizabeth Meyer & Sam 
Hope*
Milwaukee Brewers Baseball/
Brewers Community 
Foundation
Justin & Susanna Mortara*
Patrick Mutsune & Brett 
Timmerman†
Cory & Michelle Nettles*†
Greg & Rhonda Oberland*
Estate of Shirley M. Patzke 

Ildy & Skip Poliner*
Heather & Austin Ramirez†
Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren
John & Kim Schlifske*
Sara & Jay Schwister*
Daniel M. Soref Charitable 
Trust
Scott & Mary Ellen Stanek*
Bert L. & Patricia S. Steigleder 
Charitable Trust
Ann & Rich Teerlink*
Mark Wallace
Tom & Anne Wamser*
Weyco Group
Wilfred Wollner
The Yabuki Family 
Foundation*
Tom & Sally Zale*
Nick & Mary Pat Zarcone
Ziegler Family Foundation*
Sharon Ziegler

LEADERSHIP SOCIETY
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$3,000-$4,999 (cont.)

Thomas O'Reilly

Bruce Osgood†

Joe Packee†

Jim Phillips

Suzanne & Richard Pieper, Sr.*

Drs. Alan & Carol Pohl

Professional Fiduciary 
Services LLC

Shawn Puechner†

PyraMax Bank

Patrick Rath & Family†

Walter Reichelt

Dan & Nicole Renouard*†

Craig Rigby & Anna Timms*†

Jodi Ristau†

Lynn Rix

John Roberts†

Joe & Sarah Rock*

Rodd & Andrea Schneider

Sarah & James Schneider*†

Deborah Schultz*†

Margery Senn

Shorewest Realtors

Mark & Amy Sobczak

Jennifer Steffen

Jason Steigman & Dori Frankel 
Steigman

Jeffrey & Jody Steren

Tim Stewart & Kelly Reilly-
Stewart*†

Strang, Inc

Liz Stueck-Mullane

Mara & Craig Swan*

Bruce & Maria Tammi

Laura Thurow†

Anne Tidmore*†

Morgan Tilleman†

Ann Tylenda*

versiti

Lauren Vollrath†

W.T. Walker Group

Kevin Wheeler

Jay & Madonna Williams*

Angela & Ross Williams†

Don & Kate Wilson*

Tamara Woodbury†

Isaac Woods†

Stephen & Julie Wypiszynski

Paul & Sandy Wysocki

Rick & Rose Zehner

James & Yvonne Ziemer

$1,200-2,999
Joel & Audra Brennan
Sonia & Thomas Rosenthal†
A.B. Data, Ltd.
Abbot Machine Charitable 
Foundation
Brad Ancelet†
David & Patricia Anderson
Keith & Paula Anderson
Kevin & Deborah Anderson*
Sara Anderson†
Marc Andraca
Nicole Angresano & Joshua 
Mersky†
Anonymous (21)
Robert & Peggy Arfman
Adam & Rachel Arndt†
Glen & Celeste Arnold
Raul Arredondo Cardenas†
Lindsey Ashenden†
Richard & Patsy Aster*
Julie Attermeier
Christopher Austin†
Thomas S. Barber
Ann Barrett*†
Laura Barry*
Steve & Renee Bartelt
Kimber Bartosiak
Christopher Bausch
Melissa Baxter
David Beach
Ken Beckman & Marilyn 
Juraska
Mark Belling
D. Woodrow & Christena 
Benson
Paul & Ellen Benson
Kristin Bergstrom & Lloyd 
Dickinson*
Elliot & Karen Berman

Richard S. & Kay Bibler
Pat & Wayne Bjorgaard
Dr. Philip J. Blank*
Bruce & Melissa Block
Mark Blumenberg†
Mark Blutstein
The Boelter Family 
Foundation
Barbara & William Boles
Jim Bors
Charlotte Bouche†
David & Janet Braby
Diane & Ed Braza
Jim & Mary Kay Braza
Marilyn & John Breidster
Betsy Brenner*
Bridgewood Advisors Inc.
Glenna & Brad Brin
Betsy Brown Wyatt*
Patrick & Kathryn Brown†
Kristine Brown†
Victoria Bruce†
Karen Brunow†
Jennifer Buchanan†
Joseph & Linda Buday
Mary Burgoon*
Wendy Burke*†
Mike & Ericka Burzynski†
BVK
Tim Byrne†
Patty Cadorin
Susan & Liam Callanan†
Bruce & Marsha Camitta
Dr. Bruce & Kathi Campbell
Cathy & Thomas Campbell
Amy & Gary Campbell*†
Jennifer Carli*†
Teri Carpenter
David Caruso, Jr.
Janice Casper
Catholic Financial Life
Cedar Crest Ice Cream
CG Schmidt Inc.
Amanda Chang†
Margaret & B. Lauren 
Charous
Chase
Cecile Cheng & Randy Lindert
Jane & Steve Chernof

Bennett Choice†
Brian Cole†
Chris & Judi Collins
Gary & Krista Colpaert
Patty Compton
Mary & James Mark Connelly
Rachael Conrad
Anthony Consiglio
Patricia Contreras†
Jack & Nicole Cook†
Jeffrey & Debbie Costakos*
Lana K. Cramer
John Crandall
John Cremer†
Grady & Monique Crosby 
Margaret & Bill Crowley
Penny & Chuck Cruse*
Tina Curtis
Toni Czajka*
Joseph Czechowicz†
Danceworks
Joanne Danforth & Stewart 
Edwards
John Daniels†
Sue & Russ Darrow
Jane Dauffenbach
Don & Sallie Davis
Anne de Vroome
Edward Defrance
Andrew J. & Nikki Sohm De 
Guire†
Matt Delisle†
Kate Destinon*†
Deanna Dewey
Coreen Dicus-Johnson*
Cathy Dills
Roger & Regina Dirksen
Ellen Dizard
Naomi Dolohanty
Carol Z. Dolphin
Mary Louise Doman
Matt Domski*†
Art & Rhonda Downey
Brandon Drusch†
Cecelia Duclon
Thomas Duris
Michelle Ebben†

Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation Dr. Carl W. 
Eberbach & Elisabeth Falk 
Eberbach Fund
Paul & Paula Eberle*
Margaret Edmunds†
Jan Effinger
Ted Eidukas
Nathan Eilers†
Stephen & Nancy Einhorn
Electronic Theatre Controls, 
Inc.
Herodotos & Elizabeth Ellinas
Constance Ellingson
Elliott Family Foundation
Stephen & Amanda Elliott†
Joshua Erickson†
Randall J. Erickson
Caryn & Jim Esten*†
Suzy B. Ettinger
Michael Evans
Tom & Teresa Fadden
Drew Feller†
Lisa Fernandez
Bob Ferriday & Barbara 
McMath
Suzan & Jeffrey Fete
Mary Lou Findley
FIS
Anne & Dean Fitzgerald
Moira Fitzgerald*
Andrew Flack & Deirdre 
McHugh
Kevin & Tammy Fletcher*
George Forish
Quentin Forrer†
Becky Frankiewicz*
Kristin & Alec Fraser†
Andrew Freund
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Frisinger†
Kristin Fritz
Lisa A. Froemming
Tony Fuerst†
Kevin & Mary Sue Gallagher
Joyce Garbaciak & Bernard 
Bobber*
David & Jackie Gay†
William & Carol Gehl*
Jason & Laura Gerke
Gordon Giampietro

Steve & Valerie Gigot†
Larry & Darcy Gill
Ellen Gilligan & Charlie 
DeSando*
Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation Henry C., Eva 
M., Robert H., & Jack J. Gillo 
Charitable Fund
Brian & Julie Gilpin
Joshua Gimbel
Cindy & John Gnadinger
Stuart Gock
Dustin Godsey†
Christopher & Amy Goller*
Andrés & Jessica González
Jonathan Good†
Cecelia Gore & Randy Bryant*
Peter & Beth Gottsacker*
Marion & Mitchell Gottschalk
Laura & Tom Gough
Dennis & Kitty Goyette†
Susan Graham Wernecke & 
Bill Wernecke, Jr.
Mark & Laurene Gramz
Julia Gray
Kelly & Michael Grebe*
Joe Griffin†
Loyal D. Grinker Restricted 
Endowment Fund
Michael & Sharon Grinker
Denise & John Grogan*
Virginia D. Grossman 
Helen Gurholt
Gustave A. Larson Company
Karleen Haberichter
Robert & Mimi Habush
Nancy E. Hack Fund
Nick & Danita Hahn
Maureen Halaska*†
Laura Halfmann†
Mike Halloran†
Kellie Hamilton†
Winnie Hammermeister
Mr. George A. Hanneman
Hansen Reynolds
Susan Hansen
Jim & Mary Ann Hanson
Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation Leesley B. & Joan 
J. Hardy Fund*

Christine Harris
Erica-Nicole Harris†
John & Susan Harrits
David Hartmann†
Gregory & Amy Hartwig†
Joel Haubrich & Brenda 
Wood†
Thomas & Mary Hawley
Carla Hay
Allyson Hayden*†
Robert & Maryeve Heath
Eric Heise
Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation Edward J. and 
Doris H. Heiser Fund*
Bob & Ruth Henkle
Tom Herbstreith & Barb Odin
Renee Herzing
Genene Hibbler*
Troy Hilliard
Brenda & Eric Hobbs
Quinn & Paula Hogan
Conrad & Jeanne Holling
Justin Holsen†
Ellen Hopper*
Adam Huibregtse
Steven Huppenbauer†
Helen Huston
Michelle & Richard Hynson
Justin Ippoliti†
Angela Jacobi
R.E. Jacquart
Cathy Jakicic
Ann Janikowsky Halstead
Robert & Sarah Jansen*†
Mary Jante*
Jon Janz
Stanley & Phyllis Jaspan
Sarah Jelencic
Susan & Leander R. Jennings
Amy S. Jensen
Joann Jentzsch*
Jerome & Lynn Johnson
Amy Johnson*†
Gary & Judy Jorgensen
Daniel & Susan Julka
Amy & Tom Junker*†
Jae Junkunc*†
Nicholas Kaldunski

Charles & Lois Kalmbach
Bradley Kalscheur†
Charles & Mary Kamps
Alyce Katayama*
Hiroko Kawai†
Patti Keating Kahn & Chuck 
Kahn
Bridgette Keating
Mike & Christy Kellman*†
Juliet Kersten & David Rusch
Patrick & Christine Keyes
Kikkoman Foods Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Mark A. Kindler
Phyllis & Ted King*
Matthew King
Mike King†
Robert & Dorothy King
Thomas Kissinger
Christopher Kitzke
Donna Kleczka
Connie Kling
Michael & Martha Klinker*
Mike & Candy Kluiber
Tressa & Matt Knutson 
Bruggink*
Michael Kobs
Donald & Edith Koegel
Lilane Koehn Mace
Krystine Koike†
Abimbola Kolawole & Beth 
Ridley†
Michelle Kolp†
Jennifer Konieczka†
Kelly & Robert Kontowski
Keith Kopplin
Robert & Gail Korb
Luella Kortendick
KPMG
Alex & Mary Kramer†
Brian Kramer
Catherine Krawitz
Martin J. Krebs
Kathryn Krehnovi
Caroline Krider & Paul Smith*
Liz & Todd Krieg
Pam Kriger
Rick Krueger & Kate Jursik†
David & Lynn Krutz†
Becky Kryger*†
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$1,200-$2,999 (cont.)

Christi & Chad Kubiak*†
Matt Kulasa†
Karin & Mark Kultgen
Anne Kumor
David & Camille Kundert
Margie Kupsik
Mr. & Mrs. Milton Kuyers
Heather Ladage & Steve Tych
Shelley Lambert
Cheryl Lang†
Lance & Cheri Lange
Langer Roofing & Sheet Metal
Scott Lauber
Kaye Laud*
Chris & Emilia Layden†
David Lee
Joel & Arlene Lee*
Mark LeMahieu
Linda LeMahieu
Justine Leonard
Olivier Leonetti
Colleen Lese
Mark & Cynthia Levy
Rita Lewenauer
Susan Lewis & Eric Larson
Mary Lewis
Kyle & Kimberly Lindberg
Kristin & Todd Lindblom*
Allan & Diane Lindsay
Richard Littel
Xia Liu*
Jessie Lochmann & Jason 
Allen*†
Philip Loftus
Richard & Roberta London
Kevin Long
Frederick & Katy Luedke
Sherry & Richard Lundell
Alfred Lustig & Janice Watson
Erica Lythjohan†
Melanie Maddux†
P. Michael & Laurie 
Mahoney*
John Mahony & Evelyn 
Burdick
Lois Malawsky
Jonathan & Marjorie 
Margolies

Andrew Maroo†
Suzanne Martens*
Vicki & Larry J. Martin*
Steve Martin
Janet & Andrew Martin
Frank & Mary Martinez
Dr. & Mrs. Raul Mateo
Jennifer & Karl Mattes†
Michelle Mattson & Matthew 
Sirinek*†
Debesh & Linda Mazumdar
Gina McBride & Greg Lesiecki
Mary McBride
Maureen McCabe
Mark & Rachel McDonald
Michael & Ann McDonald
James McFarland & Jaime 
Andres†
Jere McGaffey
Jill & Patrick McGuire†
Jim McKeown
Elizabeth McNally
Andrew McQuide
Sandra & Marc McSweeney
Arthur Mees†
Dave Megna
William Meindl Jr
Dr. Susan & Mr. Scott Meinerz
Marilou & Peter Melcher†
Drs. Daryl & Rita Melzer 
Michael Melzer
Stacey Meyer†
Dr. & Mrs. Alfred Meyers
Joseph Miller
Milika & Antoine Miller
Milwaukee Bucks
Kerryann Minton*
Christina Misiti-Eskritt & Mark 
Eskritt*
Theodore & Kelsey Molinari†
Karen Molloy
Bob & Jan Montgomery
Kevin & Melissa Moran
Edward & Linda Mordy
Mary Moritz
Lynda Moser
Lisa Mosier & Michael 
Krukowski
Quinn Noel

Chris & Anne Noyes
Andy & Lisa O'Connell†
Doug & Jamie O'Connor†
Dave & Sue Ogden
David Olson
Lindsay Olson*†
David & Maggey Oplinger*†
Albert & Laura Orr
Timothy Otto
Claudia & Jim Paetsch
Elaine Pagedas
Angela Palmer
Matt & Sarah Pancheri†
Richard & Lois Pauls*
Jon Peccarelli†
Craig & Mary Robyn Peotter†
John J. Peterburs, Ph.D. & Jill 
M. Miller*
Clare M. Peters Charitable 
Trust
Donald Petersen
Jeffrey Peterson
Sharon Petrie
Allen & Reyna Pezewski
Daniel Pfeiffer†
Katie & Joe Pickart
Nicole & John Pienkos†
Alicia Pilarski*†
Jan Pirozzolo-Mellowes*
Karen W. Plunkett - Plunkett 
Family Foundation
Adrienne Pollack-Sender
Gene & Ruth Posner 
Foundation
Dr. Joan M. Prince
Abhi Pulakanti†
Patrick & Brenda Quick
Janet Rader & Charles 
Markman
Susan & Stephen Ragatz
Julie Ragland & Russell 
Grabczyk†
Jim Ramsey
Kathy Ramsey*†
Wendy Randall
James & Denise Rasche
Thomas & Lisa Read
Donna Recht
Jody  Reckard 
Paul J. Renard

Mike Reschke
John & Angela Rhee
The Rich Family
Fran & Steve Richman*
Michael Riecica†
Sean Rierdon†
Julia Rivas
Riverwater Partners*†
Marianne & Matthew Robbins
Robertson Ryan & Associates
Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation Mildred L. Roehr 
& Herbert W. Roehr Fund
Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation Cornelia & 
Randall Ross Family Fund
George & Dotty Roth
Dottie Rotter
Katie & Jeffrey Ruidl†
John & Audra Rumpf*
Michael Ryan
Tammy Sacharski†
Lacey Sadoff*†
Peter & Elizabeth Saiia
Sargento Foods
Gary & Linda Sarner
Matt & Betsy Sauer†
Cal & Kelly Schattschneider†
Wilbert & Genevieve Schauer 
Foundation
Roger & Cindy Schaus*
Erik & Marissa Schleicher
Andrea & James Schloemer
Brad & Holly Schlossmann*
Tom & Judy Schmid
Michael Schmitz
Heidi & Brad Schneider*†
Jason & Meagan Schultz†
Diane Schwarz
Annemarie Scobey-
Polacheck*†
Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation David C. Scott 
Foundation Fund
Sean Scullen
Andy Selep
SFC, Inc.
Ann Sherwood
Emily Shircel†
Daniel & Beth Sievers*†

Jason Sikora†
Pamela & Carter Simmons†
David & Angela Simon
Craig Simpkins
Barb Slania*
Clark & Diane Slipher
Robert & BreAnne Smallins
Matthew Smith†
Walter Smith
Gregory Smrz & Lorinda 
Liongson
Amy & Jud Snyder*†
Sarah Sobeck*†
Katy & Justin Sommer†
Maria Soto
Deborah & Ian Spanic*†
Jamie & Christine Speaker
Joan Spector*
Anne & Randy Sprecher*
Stephanie Stearns & Tim 
Ottman
Aaron Stehling†
Barbara Stein
Derek Stettner
Sherry & Tyler Steward
Jeff Stewart
Laura Strain*
Richard & Susan Strait
Beth Straka*†
Ron & Judith Strampe
Streich Family Foundation, 
Inc.
Meg Strobel & Andrew 
Megow*†
Theodore H. Strupp & 
Marybeth T. Jacobson
Studio Gear*
Kris Szatmary†
Steven Tallmadge
Steven Thompson & Susan 
Kleczewski
James & Leigh Tidey
Thomas & Michele Tiffany
Brian & Carolyn Timmis†
Brent & Melissa Tischler*
Sara Toenes
Mark Toth
Haruki Toyama
Gloria Tracy
Greg Treichel†

Nathan Tritt†
Chris & Lene Trost
Mary Jo & Matt Trotter
Marq Truscott
Adam Valentine†
Laila Valters*†
Harry & Mary Beth Van Groll*
Michael & Judy Van Handel*
Yelena Veisman†
Natacha Velez
Bob & Ellen Venable
Bradley & Karla Viegut†
Rebecca Villegas*†
Susan Von Heimburg
Vulcan Lead Products
Anne Wal
Kyle Walster
Jenn & David Wareham*
Jeff Warzinski
Charles & Elissa Weber
Robert Weisberg
Susan Weistrop
Gwen Weithaus & 
Christopher Thames*†
Jayne Weller
Wenthe-Davidson 
Engineering
Judith Wenzel & Thomas 
Ristow
Ann & Joe Wenzler
Gregory & Lisa Wesley
Erica Wesley*†
Douglas & Susan Wetjen
Lindsay Whaleysmith*†
Christi Whiting
Lana & Bob Wiese*

Doreen Wigderson
Craig Williams & Rae Thuot*†
Stacy & Blair Williams†
Judith Williams-Killackey†
Peggy Williams-Smith & Tim 
Smith*†
Vera & Frank Wilson
Dawn & Joseph Wilson†
Ray & Kelly Wilson*
Catherine Witczak*†
Zachary & Sara Wolff*†
Melody Wolske†
Richard & Sarah Kimball*
Ryan Wuenstel†
Carla Wynter
Alex Yanovskiy†

Michael & JoAnn Youngman*
Claudia & Jim Youngquist
Z.T. Distribution, Inc.
John Zaganczyk
West Bend Community 
Foundation's Ziegler Family 
Foundation Fund
Herbert Zien & Elizabeth 
Levins*
Susan Zimmer
Peter Zingelman
Anne Zizzo
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$200,000 – $499,999

$100,000 – $199,999

$50,000 – $99,999

WORKPLACE GIVING 
CAMPAIGNS DESERVE 
A ROUND OF APPLAUSE
UPAF is proud to partner with over 130 companies to host Workplace Giving Campaigns. To learn 
about hosting a Workplace Giving Campaign, please call 414-273-UPAF (8723) or visit UPAF.org. 
Recognition includes all Workplace Giving Campaigns raising $100+.

$30,000-$49,999
Clarios
ManpowerGroup
West Bend Mutual 
Insurance Company
Zilber

$20,000-$29,999
Associated Bank
City of Milwaukee
Godfrey & Kahn
MGIC Investment Corporation
Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren
United Performing Arts Fund

$10,000-$19,999
A.O. Smith
Advocate Aurora Health
Children's Hospital and 
Health System
EY
FIS
Marquette University
Milwaukee Area 
Technical College
Old National Bank
State Employees 
Combined Campaign
STRATTEC SECURITY 
CORPORATION
United Way of 
Greater Milwaukee 
& Waukesha County
Von Briesen & Roper
Weyco Group

$5,000-$9,999
Amundsen Davis
Burke Properties
CliftonLarsonAllen
Deloitte
DeWitt LLP
First Stage
GRAEF
Husch Blackwell
Johnson Financial Group
Kahler Slater
KPMG
Marcus Investments
Milwaukee County
Milwaukee Public Schools

Milwaukee Repertory Theater
Milwaukee Symphony 
Orchestra
Milwaukee Youth Symphony 
Orchestra (MYSO)
North Shore Bank
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Rite-Hite Corporation
Sikich
Versiti
VISIT Milwaukee

$1,000-$4,999
Bel Canto Chorus
BizTimes Milwaukee
Branigan Communications
CBRE, Inc.
Danceworks
Engberg Anderson Architects
Florentine Opera Company
Fox, O’Neill & Shannon
Gimbel, Reilly, Guerin 
& Brown
Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation
Gustave A. Larson Company
Hansen Reynolds
Hunger Task Force
Lauber Business Partners
Metropolitan Milwaukee 
Association of Commerce
Milwaukee Ballet
Milwaukee Business Journal
Milwaukee Metropolitan 
Sewerage District (MMSD)
Mueller Communications
Next Act Theatre
Ogletree Deakins
Plunkett Raysich Architects
Renaissance Theaterworks
RitzHolman CPAs
Robertson Ryan & Associates
Sharon Lynne Wilson Center 
for the Arts
Shorewest Realtors
Strang, Inc
Warshafsky, Rotter, 
Tarnoff & Bloch
Waukesha County
Ziegler Capital Management

$100-$999
American Red Cross —
Wisconsin Region
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Metro Milwaukee
Black Arts MKE
Borgelt, Powell, Peterson 
& Frauen
City of West Allis
Employ Milwaukee
Housing Authority of the City 
of Milwaukee
Life Navigators
M3 Insurance
Marcus Performing 
Arts Center
Meta House
Milwaukee Art Museum
Milwaukee Public Museum
Milwaukee Valve
New Resources Consulting

O'Neil Cannon Hollman 
DeJong & Laing, S C
Plum Media
Present Music
Skylight Music Theatre
The Lowe Group
United Community Center
Waukesha County 
Business Alliance
Wisconsin Conservatory 
of Music
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THANK YOU TO 
OUR TOP IN-KIND 
DONORS

Aesthetics 360

Belle Fiori

BMO Bank

Cousins Submarines

Drybar

East Town Jewelers

EPIC Creative

Festival Foods

Float Milwaukee

Forward TS

Free Bird

Furniture and Appliance Mart

Gannett Foundation

Michael Giffhorn

Heather Hastings

Hunzinger Construction Company

Megan & Steve Huse

IVME

Kesslers Diamond Center

Koss Foundation Inc.

Jeff & Trish Lane

Lyric Opera of Chicago

Mainstream Boutique

The Marcus Corporation

Milwaukee Admirals, LLC

Milwaukee Art Museum

Milwaukee Film

Milwaukee Food & City Tours

Milwaukee Improv

Milwaukee Public Library

Milwaukee Public Museum

Molson Coors

Jennifer & Jim Moran

Morningstar Golf Club

Neroli Salon & Spa

PepsiCo

Sargento

Saz's

Schlitz Audubon Nature Center

Silver Lake Auto

Smashing Pastels

Sprecher Brewing Company

Steamroller Massage

Stein's Garden & Home

Summerfest

Torke Coffee

U.S. Bancorp Foundation

Usinger Foundation

Jenn & David Wareham

Wheel & Sprocket

Recognition includes all individual and corporate in-kind 
donors whose total giving is valued at $1,000+.

ENCORE SOCIETY 
Individuals who include UPAF in their estate 
plan become part of the UPAF Encore Society. 
Donors who share this common bond of 
philanthropy and vision collectively stand as 
an enduring tribute to the needs of a valuable 
performing arts sector for future generations.

We at UPAF continue to remember the 
thoughtful donors who have included UPAF 
in their estate planning. Creating a legacy in  
support of Southeastern Wisconsin’s vibrant 
performing arts scene helps maintain the 
continued health of our community as a 
better place to live, work and play.

Susan L. Allen

Charles & Dorothy Aring

Nancy H. Balcer

Lieselott Buettner

Eleanor J. Hoehn

Mary Elaine Johnson

Katharine P. Marrs

Joyce O'Brien

Shirley M. Patzke

Thomas C. Schneider, M.D.

Karen L. Schwabe

Carol L. Schwartz

Alice M. Treder

Arles M. Volkmann

Bettie Zillman
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UPAF 2023 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Scott Beightol*
Board Chair
Partner
Michael Best & Friedrich LLP

Brent Tischler*
Treasurer
Community Banking CEO
Old National Bank

Steve Johnson*
Secretary
Head of Sales & Strategy
BMO Wealth Management

UPAF 
VOLUNTEERS
Each year, UPAF depends on hundreds of champions charged with advocating for and soliciting on behalf 
of UPAF. It is because of their dedication that we are introduced to countless new donors, produce our 
signature events and continue to position the performing arts as a vital piece of our community.

UPAF COMMITTEES

Ryan L. Barbieri 
Executive Vice President
M3 Insurance 
 
Steve Booth 
CEO
Robert W. Baird 
 
Jim Borris* 
President & CEO 
Zilber, LTD 
 
Jeff Cady 
Wealth Management Advisor 
US Bank 
 
David Caruso 
President & Creative Director 
Dynamic Events by David Caruso 

Heather Dunn 
Chief Financial Officer 
West Bend Mutual Insurance Company 
 
Dustin Godsey 
Chief Marketing Officer 
Milwaukee Bucks/Fiserv Forum
 
Chris Goller* 
Regional President  
PNC Bank 
 
Bill Guc 
Vice President & Controller 
WEC Energy Group, Inc.
 

Katy Hook 
Partner
PWC

Juliet Kersten 
Community Volunteer

Dr. Phyllis King
Vice Provost 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
  
David Lubar 
President & CEO 
Lubar & Co. 
 
Stephanie Lyons* 
Chief Audit Executive, 
Enterprise Risk Assurance 
Northwestern Mutual 

Melanie Maddux 
Regional Vice President 
Manpower 

Greg Marcus 
President & CEO 
Marcus Corporation 

Tim Mattke* 
CEO
MGIC

Skip (Daniel) McConeghy 
VP, Chief Accounting & Tax Officer 
Johnson Controls

George Meyer 
CEO Emeritus
Kahler Slater 

Rebecca Mitich 
Office Managing Partner 
Husch Blackwell LLP 

Heather Ramirez* 
Attorney / Community Volunteer
Adjunct Professor, Marquette University

Joe Rock* 
Managing Partner 
KPMG 
 
Deborah Spanic 
VP-Chief Ethics & Compliance Officer
Clarios

Tim Stewart 
President & Managing Partner
DeWitt Law Firm

Natacha Velez 
Director-Supplier Quality and Market 
Quality Excellence 
Molson Coors Beverage Company

Gary Witt  
CEO/Co-Owner
The Pabst Theater Group

Anne Zizzo 
Founder/CEO 
Zizzo Group Engagement Marketing

*Part of the Executive Committee

Audit & Finance Committee
Brent Tischler, Chair
Heather Dunn
Laura Gough
Bill Guc
Glen Hackmann
Katy Hook
Steve Johnson
Stephanie Lyons
Skip McConeghy
Joe Rock

Fundraising Committee
Jim Borris, Chair
Jeff Cady
Dustin Godsey
Melanie Maddux
Anne Zizzo

Governance Committee
Heather Ramirez, Chair
Ryan Barbieri
Dr. Phyllis King
George Meyer

Allocation Committee
Chris Goller, Chair
David Caruso
Juliet Kersten
Rebecca Mitich
Deborah Spanic
Tim Stewart

Affiliate Grant Review Panel
Vanessa Armstrong
Adam Carr
Alexandria Craig
Carolyn Culea
Julie Doneis
Cedric Gardner
Robert Kennedy
Lauren Klika
Cheryl Lang
Katelyn Paider
Danielle White
Joëlle Worm

UPAF Bright Minds 
Grant Review Panel
Juliet Kersten, Chair
Uniqua Adams
Tameka Haynes
April Heding
Mary Reinders

Kasey’s Fund  
Review Panel
Annette Adams
Derrick Cainion
Hannah Chin
Mary Stone
Deanna Tillisch
Kayla Tillisch

Next Generation  
UPAF Council
Lindsey Ashenden 
Margaret Edmunds
Caryn Esten
Joe Fadness
Karen Gamroth
Mike King
Natalie LaCrosse
Becca Schlagenhauf
Emily Shircel 
Kaitlin Vaughn
Craig Williams 
Zac Wolff

Resonate Grant 
Review Panel
Lindsey Ashenden
Joe Fadness
Mike King
Natalie LaCrosse
Kaitlin Vaughn
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Terri Alioto

Nicole Allard

Mary Beth Alvarez

Kelly Andrew

Nicole Angresano

Tara Argall

Laura Arnow

Greg Asmus

Ryan Barbieri

Chad Bauman

Joanna Beamon

Kelly Beck

Scott Beightol

Jane Bell

Brooke Billick

David Bloom

Danielle Bly

Amy Bolin

Steve Booth

Jim Borris

Amy Brinkman-Sustache

Wendy Burke

Mike Burzynski

Jeff Cady

Mark Cameli

David Caruso, Jr.

David Cecsarini

Hannah Chin

Sue Clausing

Betsy Corry

Cathy Costantini

Marybeth Cottrill

Alexandria Craig

Carolyn Culea

Jim Culea

Christine Culver

Kristen DiNinno Bate

George Dionisopoulos

Ellen Dizard

Heidi Dondlinger

Julie Doneis

Amy Dorman

Dana Dossett

Heather Dunn

Linda Edelstein

Caryn Esten

Suzan Fete

Ashley Fisher

Jane Flieller

Jeff Frank

Jessica Franken

Alec Fraser

Tim Frautschi

Sue Frautschi

Michael Gauger

Shannon Gehringer

Brian Gilpin

Dustin Godsey

Darren Goldstein

Christopher Goller

Kirk Gramoll

Julia Gray

Joanna Grosshans

Bill Guc

Heather Hastings

Tameka Haynes

Brent Hazelton

William Helmers

Christel Henke

Calie Herbst

Jackie Herd-Barber

Louise Hermsen

Eric Hobbs

Dan Hoffmann

Katy Hook

Patrick Horne

Megan Huse

Rick Hynson

Tom Irgens

Steve Johnson

Annie Jurczyk

Katie Kaminsky

Alyce Katayama

Daniel Kempken

Juliet Kersten

Kerri Kilbourne

Dr. Phyllis King

John Kissinger

Alex Kramer

Frank Krejci

Marina Krejci

Emma Kunz

Libby Lailer

Manny Lara

Sarah Laughlin

Chris Layden

The UPAF Chorus Line is one singular sensation 
united for the arts, connecting volunteers from the 
business community and performing arts Member 
organizations to serve as advocates and champion 

fundraisers for the United Performing Arts Fund. 
We express our deepest gratitude to these 
individuals for their tireless support of UPAF 
and the performing arts in our community. 

Andrew Megow Michael Rampolla Meg Strobel Brian Tobiczyk

CHORUS LINE LEADS

Will Loder

Haiyun Lu

David Lubar

Wayne Lueders

Kris Lueders

Susan Lueger

Nathaniel Lynn

Stephanie Lyons

Jason Peregoy

Eric Maassen

Melanie Maddux

James Madlom

Karen Maisa

Rob Manegold

Greg Marcus

Pat Martin

Susan Martin

Jennifer Mattes

Tim Mattke

Shannon McClellan

Skip McConeghy

Elizabeth Meyer

George Meyer

Sallie Meyer

Howard Miller

Rebecca Mitich

Jessie Moffat

Laurel Montag

Jennifer Moran

Melissa Muller

Tracy Murn

Cory Nettles

Andy Nunemaker

Greg Oberland

Maggey Oplinger

Rebecca Owen

David Paris

Jason Peregoy

Christine Peters

Daniel Petry

Joe Pieper

Jennifer Pieper

Alicia Pilarski

Jan Pirozzolo-Mellowes

Corrie Prunuske

Bunny Raasch-Hooten

Jason Rae

Heather Ramirez

Lisa Rasmussen

Steve Richman

Fran Richman

Sean Rierdon

Jodi Ristau

Susie Robinson

Joe Rock

Chuck Rozewicz

Lindsey Ruenger

John Rumpf

Andy Sajdak

Kate Schmitt

Wes Schultz

Maggie Seer

Eric Segnitz

Kristin Severson

Shantanu Singh

Deborah Spanic

Dirk Stallmann

Tim Stewart

Dick Stoll

Brent Sullivan

Anne Temple

Chad Tessmer

Brent Tischler

Gail Valenti

Gary Van Wert

Natacha Velez

Barbara Wanzo

Kerri Warner

Les Weil

Gregory Wesley

Dan Westrope

Cathy Wille

Judith Williams-Killackey

Lashawanda Wilson

Gary Witt

Jane Wochos

Steven Zimmerman

Anne Zizzo

NEWSLETTER 
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Milwaukee Rep, Nygel D. Robinson, Photo by Michael Brosilow; Skylight Music Theatre, Natalie Harris, Photo by Mark Frohna: Next Act 
Theatre, Marques Causey, Photo by Ross Zentner; Black Arts MKE, Cast of Black Nativity; Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, Ken-David Masur, 
Photo by Jonathan Kirn; Milwaukee Rep, Tiffany Topol, Photo by Michael Brosilow; Milwaukee Ballet, Lizzie Tripp & Benjamin Simoens, Photo 

by Rachel Malehorn; UPAF Ride for the Arts, Photos by Meg Strobel; Skylight Music Theatre, Camara Stampley, Photo by Mark Frohna; 
Danceworks, Mad Hot Rhythm, Photo by Christal Wagner; Milwaukee Rep, Reading Residency Participants; First Stage, Sensory Friendly 

Performance Attendees; Milwaukee Rep, Katherine Thomas, Photo by Michael Brosilow; Florentine Opera, Immortal Girlfriend; Skylight Music 
Theatre, Cast of SuperYou, Photo by Mark Frohna; Milwaukee Chamber Theatre, Isa Arciniegas, Photo by Michael Brosilow; Skylight Music 

Theatre, Raven Dockery, Photo by Mark Frohna; Florentine Opera; Latino Strings; Milwaukee Ballet, Annia Hidalgo & Barry Molina, Photo by 
Rachel Malehorn; Next Act Theatre, Deborah Clifton & Alexandra Bonesho, Photo by Troy Freund. 

Milwaukee Ballet, Milwaukee Ballet Company, Photo Nat Davauer; Black Arts MKE, Malaina Moore & Marques Causey, Photo by Jenny Plevin.


