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"We're All in the Arts Together."
Al Jarreau Voices his Support for
UPAF and Arts Education Programs
Al Jarreau, Milwaukee native and multiple Grammy awardwinning music artist,
recently penned an opinion piece advocating for UPAF and arts education
programs.
As part of a very musicallyinclined family,
Jarreau grew up with a natural talent for music.
He began singing at the age of four, performing
at church concerts and singing with his mother
at PTA meetings.

Music Artist Al Jarreau

Later, as a student at Ripon College in
Wisconsin, Jarreau belonged to a singing group
called The Indigos. Although the group was
created just for fun, they often got paid
to perform at local restaurants and bars.

After moving to San Francisco to begin a career
in rehabilitation counseling, Jarreau's music career really took off. Following a
performance in Los Angeles, Jarreau was spotted by Warner Bros. Records talent
scouts and signed to a recording contract. His debut album, We Got By, received
highly acclaimed reviews. Jarreau continued releasing successful albums and
earned seven Grammy Awards in the process.
Jarreau has no doubt that his love and talent for singing was developed by his
Milwaukee schools' performing arts programs. He recalls during his junior and
high school days that arts education was always a crucial part of the school
curriculum.
"During those days, exposure to the arts in
school was as much a part of the curriculum as
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reading and writing and arithmetic, and
participating in sports. It never came down to a
choice of either/or. It was all about a well
planned, wellrounded education that included
selfdiscovery," said Jarreau.
Jarreau is concerned about the lack of arts
education programs available to children across
Al JarreauWe're in This Love
the country, especially minorities. According to
Together
2008 data from Americans for the Arts, African
American and Hispanic students were only half as likely to have access to school
art programs as their white peers.
"Please consider this: For the sake of our own sane and healthy survival here on
earth, we must learn to understand each other better. And the arts are a common
language for communicating toward this goal," said Jarreau.
"Participating in the arts, whether by creating or observing, is surely a kind of
'sensitivity training' that opens our eyes and our minds to these portrayals of
human emotions, and this makes us alert to the feelings and needs of others."

Al JarreauMornin'

Jarreau has experienced the benefits of performing arts firsthand. He asks that
we work together to make arts education a priority so that others can benefit,
too.
"It is most important that we assure that future generations of Milwaukee
children have the same opportunity that I hadto participate in the performing
arts. The work of UPAF, and that of each of its donors, are a force for positive
change, and that is worthy of our support."
Click here to read Jarreau's full article.
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UPAF thanks all of our supporters for recognizing
the importance of performing arts.
____________________________________________________________________
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